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police authorities can prohibit any gathering by an order, setting
out reasons.
By virtue of a law published on August 12, 1941, private meet-
ings organized by political parties or groups are treated similarly
to public meetings.
V.  Administrative Internment
A law published on September 4, 1940, in the Journal Officiel
brought in administrative internment, in other words the revival
of the lettre de cachet of the olden days.
By \irtue of this text, until the date of the legal cessation of
hostilitieSg individuals dangerous to the national defence or public
safety may, under a decision taken by the Prefect "in conformity
with the instructions of the Government/* be administratively
interned in a special institution.
An official communique of October 3 laid down that " there is
in law no connexion between this political (sic) procedure and
either the juridical action of the Supreme Court sitting at Riom,
or the eventual action of the Court Martial, which does not
exclude the possibility of a subsequent connexion, should the
Supreme - Court and the Court Martial, deciding in complete
independence of each other, believe it to be their duty to establish
one."
Among those subjected to administrative internment were MM.
Dormoy, Moch, Grumbach, Pomaret, Martel, P. L. Weiller, Bloch,
Phillippe, Schrameck, Odin, Weil-Curiel, A. Naud, Nordmann.
The political prisoners originally interned at Pellevoisin were
transferred in February 1941 to Vals-les-Bains, where they have
the benefit of less rigorous treatment. Some have been set free.
A law published on July i, 1941, extended the system of
administrative internment to include persons whose acts were
inimical to the price policy of the Government or endangered the
country's supplies,
VI.  The Press and Broadcasting
The censorship of news, written, filmed, and broadcast, is
exceedingly rigorous. Censorship is extended even to "works of
art representing the features of the Chief of State" (Decree of
January 21, 1941, modified by Decree No. 3122 of July 18, 1941).
i. PRINTED NEWS
During the first nine months of Marshal Petain's dictatorship
he allowed the existing preventive censorship to continue, merely